
Citing TREN Documents 
Formats Recommended for APA, MLA, and Turabian Styles 

Gregory A. Smith 
Administrative Services Librarian 

Liberty University 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Citing TREN documents in common bibliographic styles can prove to be a challenging task for at least 
two reasons. First, the APA, MLA, and Turabian manuals do not provide specific guidelines for citing 
TREN documents as they do for sources from other distribution services, such as ERIC, NTIS, and UMI. 
Second, TREN documents can be obtained in several formats through a variety of means, which can lead 
to divergent requirements for citation. 
 
I have drafted the sample citations below to aid researchers in observing prevailing style conventions 
when citing TREN documents. Since the latest revision of Turabian’s Manual was published in 1996, I 
have taken the liberty of following the more current provisions of The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th 
edition (2003), in Turabian citations that include electronic retrieval information. 
 
No doubt some scholars, especially those who teach research methods, will apply the principles of a 
given style manual somewhat differently than I. Nevertheless, I recommend these formats as a baseline 
from which local adaptations can be made. 
 
 
American Psychological Association (APA) Style 
 
Theses & dissertations 
Print version 
Wells, K. P. (1992). An educational strategy for teaching theological research methodology. Master’s 

thesis, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. (Theological Research Exchange Network No. 006-
0631) 

 
Electronic version 
McClure, P. L. (2005). The dietary laws of Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14 [Electronic version]. Master’s 

thesis, Baptist Bible Graduate School of Theology. (Theological Research Exchange Network No. 
081-0009) 

 
Microfiche version 
Price, J. A. (1990). The King James Only controversy in American fundamentalism since 1950 

[Microfiche]. Doctoral dissertation, Temple Baptist Theological Seminary. (Theological Research 
Exchange Network No. 010-0039) 

 
Conference papers 
Print version 
Wan, E. (1998, March). Rethinking missiological research methodology: Exploring a new direction. Paper 

presented at the regional meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society/Evangelical 
Missiological Society, Columbia, SC. (Theological Research Exchange Network No. ETS-0494) 

 
Electronic version 
Lewis, J. W. (1997, April). Reflections on American congregations: The Congregational History Project 

[Electronic version]. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Church 
History, Nashville, TN. (Theological Research Exchange Network No. SCH-16202) 

 
 



Microfiche version 
Berghuis, K. (1998, November).Teaching biblical fasting [Microfiche]. Paper presented at the national 

conference of the Evangelical Theological Society, Orlando, FL. (Theological Research Exchange 
Network No. ETS-5042) 

 
 
Modern Language Association (MLA) Style 
 
Theses & dissertations 
Print version 
Wells, Keith P. An Educational Strategy for Teaching Theological Research Methodology. Thesis. Trinity 

Evangelical Divinity School, 1992. Portland, OR: Theological Research Exchange Network, n.d. 
006-0631. 

 
Electronic version* 
McClure, Patrick L. The Dietary Laws of Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14. Thesis. Baptist Bible 

Graduate School of Theology, 2005. Portland, OR: Theological Research Exchange Network, 
n.d. 081-0009. 8 Jan. 2007 <http://www.tren.com/e-docs/search.cfm?p081-0009>. 

 
*This citation format applies specifically to a document downloaded from the TREN Web site. A paper 
acquired on CD-ROM or downloaded from a library’s server would require slightly different treatment. 
 
Microfiche version 
Price, James Arnold. The King James Only Controversy in American Fundamentalism since 1950. Diss. 

Temple Baptist Theological Seminary, 1990. Microfiche. Portland, OR: Theological Research 
Exchange Network, n.d. 010-0039. 

 
Conference papers 
Print version 
Wan, Enoch. “Rethinking Missiological Research Methodology: Exploring a New Direction.” Evangelical 

Theological Soc./Evangelical Missiological Soc. Regional Meeting. Columbia Intl. U, Columbia, 
SC. 20-21 Mar. 1998. Portland, OR: Theological Research Exchange Network, n.d. ETS-0494. 

 
Electronic version* 
Lewis, James W. “Reflections on American Congregations: The Congregational History Project.” Annual 

Meeting of the American Soc. of Church History. Nashville, TN. 26 Apr. 1997. Portland, OR: 
Theological Research Exchange Network, n.d. SCH-16202. 9 Jan. 2007 <http://www.tren.com/ 
e-docs/search.cfm?pSCH-16202>. 

 
*This citation format applies specifically to a document downloaded from the TREN Web site. A paper 
acquired on CD-ROM or downloaded from a library’s server would require slightly different treatment. 
 
Microfiche version 
Berghuis, Kent. “Teaching Biblical Fasting.” Natl. Conf. of the Evangelical Theological Soc. Orlando, FL. 

19-21 Nov. 1998. Microfiche. Portland, OR: Theological Research Exchange Network, n.d. ETS-
5042. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Turabian Note/Bibliography Style 
 
Theses & dissertations 
Print version 
NOTE 

3Keith P. Wells, “An Educational Strategy for Teaching Theological Research Methodology” 
(Th.M. thesis, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, 1992), 4, Theological Research Exchange Network, 
006-0631. 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Wells, Keith P. “An Educational Strategy for Teaching Theological Research Methodology.” Th.M. thesis, 

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, 1992. Theological Research Exchange Network, 006-0631. 
 
Electronic version* 
NOTE 

16Patrick L. McClure, “The Dietary Laws of Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14” (M.Div. thesis, 
Baptist Bible Graduate School of Theology, 2005), 46-48, Theological Research Exchange Network, 081-
0009, http://www.tren.com/e-docs/search.cfm?p081-0009. 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
McClure, Patrick L. “The Dietary Laws of Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14.” M.Div. thesis, Baptist Bible 

Graduate School of Theology, 2005. Theological Research Exchange Network, 081-0009. http:// 
www.tren.com/e-docs/search.cfm?p081-0009. 

 
*This citation format applies specifically to a document downloaded from the TREN Web site. A paper 
acquired on CD-ROM or downloaded from a library’s server would require slightly different treatment. 
 
Microfiche version 
NOTE 

8James Arnold Price, “The King James Only Controversy in American Fundamentalism since 
1950” (Th.D. diss., Temple Baptist Theological Seminary, 1990), 12, Theological Research Exchange 
Network, 010-0039, microfiche. 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Price, James Arnold. “The King James Only Controversy in American Fundamentalism since 1950.” Th.D. 

diss., Temple Baptist Theological Seminary, 1990. Theological Research Exchange Network, 
010-0039. Microfiche. 

 
Conference papers 
Print version 
NOTE 

11Enoch Wan, “Rethinking Missiological Research Methodology: Exploring a New Direction” 
(paper presented at the regional meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society/Evangelical Missiological 
Society, Columbia, S.C., 20-21 March 1998), 14, Theological Research Exchange Network, ETS-0494. 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Wan, Enoch. “Rethinking Missiological Research Methodology: Exploring a New Direction.” Paper 

presented at the regional meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society/Evangelical 
Missiological Society, Columbia, S.C., 20-21 March 1998. Theological Research Exchange 
Network, ETS-0494. 

 
 
 
 
 



Electronic version* 
NOTE 

23James W. Lewis, “Reflections on American Congregations: The Congregational History Project” 
(paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Church History, Nashville, Tenn., 26 
April 1997), 2-3, Theological Research Exchange Network, SCH-16202, http://www.tren.com/ 
e-docs/search.cfm?pSCH-16202. 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Lewis, James W. “Reflections on American Congregations: The Congregational History Project.” Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Church History, Nashville, Tenn., 26 
April 1997. Theological Research Exchange Network, SCH-16202. http://www.tren.com/ 
e-docs/search.cfm?pSCH-16202. 

 
*This citation format applies specifically to a document downloaded from the TREN Web site. A paper 
acquired on CD-ROM or downloaded from a library’s server would require slightly different treatment. 
 
Microfiche version 
NOTE 

6Kent Berghuis, “Teaching Biblical Fasting” (paper presented at the national conference of the 
Evangelical Theological Society, Orlando, Fla., 19-21 November 1998), 3, Theological Research 
Exchange Network, ETS-5042, microfiche. 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Berghuis, Kent. “Teaching Biblical Fasting.” Paper presented at the national conference of the 

Evangelical Theological Society, Orlando, Fla., 19-21 November 1998. Theological Research 
Exchange Network, ETS-5042. Microfiche. 

 
 
Sources 
 
American Psychological Association. Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th 

ed. Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association, 2001. 
 
The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003. 
 
Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th ed. New York: Modern Language 

Association of America, 2003. 
 
Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 6th ed. Revised by 

John Grossman and Alice Bennett. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996. 
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